Group : SONG AND DANCE ENSEMBLE SILESIANIE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ECONOMICS IN KATOWICE
Title of the dance :  LAJKONIK 

Duration : 5,2 minutes
Time (century, year) : End of XIX century
Description and origin of dances :
The Lajkonik is one of the unofficial symbols of the city of Kraków, Poland. It is represented as a bearded man resembling a Tatar in a characteristic pointed hat, dressed in Mongol attire, with a wooden horse around his waist. It is the subject of the Lajkonik Festival that takes place each year on the first Thursday after the religious holiday of Corpus Christi.
The origin of the Lajkonik is uncertain, but there are some common stories associated with its popularity. Some think that it originated in pre-Christian times when it was believed that in the spring the horse brought good luck and high crop yields.
Other stories are associated from the 13th century, when the city was attacked during the Mongol invasion of Poland. One, likely counterfactual story, says that the people of Krakow successfully repelled the Tatar invasion. Because they killed one of the leaders, a Tatar Khan, the victorious defenders dressed up in the Khan’s clothing and triumphantly rode into the city
Description and origin of costumes :

All the costumes are very colorful. Men are wearing striped trousers, blue coats with iron belts and hats with eye-catching peacock’s feather.
